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strengthened at the Council of Florence, in 1439, when the
Maronites acknowledged the supremacy of Rome in eccle-
siastical discipline. After the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tury the papal see kept careful watch on the Maronites.
In 1562 Pope Pius IV granted authority to the patriarch to
absolve certain heretics of the Maronite nation. In 1577
Gregory XIII sent to the patriarch an Arabic translation
of the decrees and canons of the Council of Trent. Paul V
in 1610 wrote the patriarch concerning the restoration of
certain Maronite rites, not contrary to Catholic doctrine,
"which the latter had changed. In 1713 Clement XI de-
clared the deposition of the patriarch null and void com-
manding the bishops to yield him subjection. In 1736 the
Maronites held a general council in the Lebanon, author-
ized by Clement XII.1 No wonder, in view of such an
accumulation of documentary evidence as to the relations
of the Maronites with the holy see, that members of the
nation, almost without exception, sturdily maintain the his-
torical position of "perpetual orthodoxy" of their church
from the earliest times, even in the face of the testimony
of William of Tyre, which to impartial students, includ-
ing many Catholics, appears to offer proof positive to the
contrary.

No historic question could be more complicated than that
of the ethnic relations of the present inhabitants of Syria
and Palestine. It is, however, almost universally acknowl-
edged that the Maronites are the descendants of the early
dwellers on the slopes of the Lebanon, with but little ad-
mixture of other strains of blood. The Maronites them-
selves believe that their race accepted Christianity at its
first teaching. Renan appears to stand alone in the posi-
tion that "the Lebanon is truly the tomb of an old-world
gone-by, which has disappeared body and soul. A total
substitution of race, language, and religion has taken place*
Maronites, Greeks, Metawileh, Druses, Moslems, Arabs,

1 These references are to documents reproduced at the end of the
Latin version of the acts of the Lebanon Council.